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Public  Health  Department, 

East  Pallant  House, 
Chichester. 

November,  1947. 

To  Uie  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Chichester  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  eighth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Chichester  Rural  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  1946.  This  report  is  the  forteenth  since 
the  formation  of  the  Rural  District  under  the  West  Sussex  Review  Order 
of  1933. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  21.75  per  1 ,000  population  is  a rise  of  2.12  per  1,000 
on  last  year’s  rate  and  compares  with  a national  rate  of  19.1.  The 
number  of  illegitimate  live  births  show  a welcome  decrease  from  94  in 

1945  to  60  in  1946,  but  they  still  account  for  7.37%  of  the  total  live  births 
occurring  in  the  district. 

The  Death  Rate  of  12.13  per  1,000  population  is  a decrease  of  1.13  on 
last  year’s  rate  and  compares  with  1 1 .5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  District’s  population  at  mid- 

1946  is  37,430,  this  being  an  increase  of  3,040  over  that  of  mid-1945. 

During  the  year  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  has  con- 
tinued and  514  children  received  a course  of  protective  inoculations.  It 
is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  44.64%  of  the  children  in  the 
district  under  five  years  of  age  and  91.59%  of  those  aged  five  to  fifteen 
were  protected  against  diphtheria  by  immunisation. 

Housing  remains  the  principal  post-war  problem  of  the  district,  and 
with  it  is  coupled  the  need  for  further  water  supply  and  sewerage  schemes. 
With  regard  to  housing,  progress  has  not  come  up  to  earlier  expectations, 
only  79  houses  having  been  completed  in  the  district  during  the  year,  34 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  45  by  private  enterprise. 

Progress  with  water  and  sewerage  schemes  has  also  been  slow.  The 
mains  of  the  City  of  Chichester  Corporation  have  been  extended  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  the  parishes  of  Funtington,  but  little  progress 
has  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year  with  regard  to  a scheme  for  the 
extension  of  the  Corporation’s  mains  to  cover  the  parishes  of  West  Dean, 
Singleton  and  East  Dean  or  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Rural  District 
Council’s  Undertaking  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Stoughton  and  Compton. 
It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a hamlet  more  in  need  of  a supply  than  Forest- 
side.  Here  the  wells  are  from  275  feet  to  300  feet  deep  and  it  takes 
fifteen  minutes  to  lower  and  draw  a bucket  of  water.  With  regard  to 
sewerage  schemes,  further  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  schemes 
already  proposed,  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  submitted  to  the 
Council  a further  list  of  areas  which  should  be  included  in  a long-term 
programme.  No  actual  constructional  work  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  nor  were  any  contracts  accepted. 

As  this  is  the  last  Annual  Report  I shall  have  the  honour  to  present  as 
your  Medical  Officer,  it  is  perhaps  appropriate  to  make  a few  observa- 
tions on  the  eight  years  I have  served  the  Council. 

Taking  up  my  appointment  as  I did  three  days  before  the  outbreak  of 
war,  I have  never  known  the  district  under  peacetime  conditions,  for  the 
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postwar  years  cannot  be  considered  peacetime.  War  conditions  and 
post-war  restrictions  have  throughout  the  period  limited  public  health 
activities,  and  other  duties  have  tended  to  overshadow  them. 

The  autumn  and  winter  of  1939  was  largely  occupied  with  the  pro- 
blems of  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  and  the  elaboration  of  the 
A.R.P.  plan.  In  1940  real  war  came  to  the  district  with  the  Battle  of 
Britain  and  the  heavy  night  attacks  on  Portsmouth.  Civil  Defence 
duties  became  more  pressing.  Then,  in  1943  and  1944  came  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  invasion  of  France  with  the  massing  of  armed  forces  all  over 
the  district,  and  finally  came  the  departure  of  troops  after  the  successful 
landings  on  D Day  in  1944. 

The  post-war  years  have  been  years  of  disappointment  and  frustration. 
Of  all  the  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  conditions  in  the  district  very 
few  have  come  to  fruition.  One  thing,  however,  has  been  accomplished, 
namely  the  reorganisation  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

As  the  older  members  of  the  Council  will  remember,  I am  the  first 
resident  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district.  Prior  to  my  appoint- 
ment, the  district  was  a constituent  member  of  the  West  Sussex  (Sou- 
thern) Combined  Sanitary  District.  The  Medical  Officer  had  his  office 
at  Worthing  and  the  Rural  District  Health  Department  was,  in  fact,  a 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department  with  two  almost  entirely  separate 
eastern  and  western  divisions.  Soon  after  my  appointment  I became 
convinced  that  the  Public  Cleansing  Section  of  the  Department  was  over- 
shadowing the  real  public  health  work  of  the  Department  and  should  be 
separated,  and  further,  that  the  sanitary  work  should  be  co-ordinated 
under  a Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  War  conditions  made  reorganisation 
impossible  and  the  status  quo  continued  until  January  1946,  when  a 
Special  Committee  of  the  Council  was  set  up  to  consider  the  matter. 

After  consultations  with  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  it  was 
finally  decided  in  March  of  this  year,  to  transfer  the  Public  Cleansing  sec- 
tion to  the  Department  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  to  create  the 
position  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  appoint  a third  Additional 
Inspector.  On  the  5th  May  Mr.  S.  T.  Taylor  was  appointed  the  first 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  district.  The  new  arrangements  should 
considerably  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Department. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  for  the  encouragement  I have  always  received  from 
them  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  co-operation  given 
to  me  by  the  Clerk  and  other  chief  officials  of  the  Council.  I also  wish  to 
acknowledge  the  loyal  and  able  service  again  given  by  the  various  mem- 
bers of  my  staff,  and  in  particular  to  Mr.  L.  Bailey,  Chief  Clerk,  on  whom 
has  fallen  the  brunt  of  the  clerical  and  statistical  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

It  is  with  a sense  of  real  regret  that  I am  leaving  the  lovely  county  of 
Sussex,  and  I wish  the  Council  and  your  officials  every  success  in  your 
continued  endeavours  to  protect  and  improve  the  public  health  of  the 
Chichester  Rural  District. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERIC  WARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103,008 

Enumerated  Population  (census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,888 

Enumerated  Population  (National  Registration  Day,  Oct.  1939)  44,318 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  population  middle  of  1945  ...  34,390 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  population  middle  of  1946  ...  37,430 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  at  end  of  1946  ...  ...  ...  12,092 

Rateable  Value  (1st  January,  1947)  ...  ...  ...  ...£308,726 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (1st  January,  1947)  ...  £1,193 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

367 

387 

754 

Illegitimate 

27 

33 

60 

394 

420 

814 

Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

21.75. 

Still  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Tola 

Legitimate  

10 

11 

21 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

10 

12 

22 

Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  : — 26.31. 


Deaths  (Males  229,  Females  235)  ...  ...  ...  ...  464 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  12.13 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  and  Rates  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births  : — 

Deaths  Rates 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  — — 

Other  Maternal  causes  1 1.19 

Total  1 1.19 


Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male  Female  T otal 

Legitimate  ...  10  8 18 

Illegitimate  ...  2 — 2 

Total...  12  8 20 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.57 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  23.87 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 33.33 

Death  Rates  per  1 ,000  population  from  ; — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.29 

AU  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.40 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  1.04 
Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.24 

Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles, 

Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  ...  0.05 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  M’hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2 years  of  age)  ...  2 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  Children  under  2 

years  of  age,  per  1 ,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.45 
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Section  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  rehabilitation  of  the  district  following  seven 
years  of  war  and  its  aftermath  has  slowly  proceeded. 

The  number  of  evacuees  and  Service  personnel  gradually  fell  to  negli- 
gible quantities  and  most  of  the  premises  under  requisition  by  the  Service 
Authorities  were  released  and  some  have  returned  to  civilian  use,  but  in 
most  cases  extensive  repairs  are  required  before  this  can  occur. 

The  coastal  areas  have  revived  their  roles  as  holiday  resorts,  but  there 
are  stiU  dangerous  reminders  of  the  recent  conflict,  particularly  in  the 
nature  of  beach  obstruction,  barbed  wire  and  unexploded  missiles. 
Efforts  to  clear  these  away  were  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Agriculture  remains  the  staple  industry,  whilst  forestry,  light  engi- 
neering and  chair-making  provide  employment  for  a fair  number  of 
persons. 

Members  of  the  Women’s  Land  Army  and  German  prisoners  of  war 
still  are  employed  in  large  numbers  and  several  large  houses  and  camps 
in  various  parts  of  the  district  are  used  to  provide  them  with  accom- 
modation. There  is  virtually  no  unemployment  in  the  district. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net 
total  of  814  (394  males,  420  females)  was  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  675  (349  males,  326  females)  in  1945. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  is  21.75  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  19.65  for  the  previous  year,  19.1  for  England  and  Wales,  and  17.39 
and  18.80  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  60  or  7.37%  of  the  total  live 
births,  a decrease  of  6.56%  on  the  previous  year. 

Stillbirths 

.•\fter  adjustment  for  transfers,  22  stiUbirths  were  registered  during 
the  year.  This  figure  gives  a rate  of  26.31  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
and  0.59  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  18.86  and  0.38 
respectively  in  1945. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  deaths  registered 
in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  464  (229  males,  235  females),  an 
increase  of  8 on  the  total  for  1945. 

A table  on  page  12  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  and  causes  of 
death  in  1946.  Of  the  total  deaths  305  or  65.73%  occurred  in  persons 
aged  65  years  and  over. 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  order  of  frequency  ; — ■ 


(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  . . 164  (163) 

(ii)  Cancer  ...  84  (71) 

(iii)  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ..  ..  . ..  52  (52) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases,  excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ....  39  (38) 

(v)  .\11  forms  of  tuberculosis  . ..  . ....  15  (13) 

(vn)  Suicide  and  other  forms  of  violence  . . . . 13  (17) 


The  figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  the  year  1945. 
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These  six  causes  accounted  for  79.10  of  the  total  deaths.  Compared 
with  the  previous  year  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
13  in  the  deaths  due  to  cancer,  whereas  the  other  causes  show  no  parti- 
cular fluctuation. 

The  DEATH  RATE  is  12.13  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation, as  compared  with  13.26  for  the  previous  year,  11.5  for  England 
and  Wales  and  15.60  and  12.52  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West 
Sussex. 

It  will  be  noted  there  was  a natural  increase  in  population,  there  being 
an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  350.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate 
of  the  population  of  the  district  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  viz.  37,430, 
also  shows  an  increase  of  3,040  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
After  providing  for  the  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths,  the  popu- 
lation increased  by  2,690  over  that  for  the  year  1945. 

Maternal  Deaths 

During  the  year  one  death  was  recorded  as  directly  due  to  pregnancy 
and  child  bearing  as  compared  with  no  deaths  during  the  year  1945. 

This  one  death  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.19  per  1,000  total 
live  and  stiU  births  for  the  district.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  1.06  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  and  0.30 
and  1.20  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

Infant  Mortality 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  there 
were  20  deaths  (12  males,  8 females)  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  is  24.57  per  1,000  births  as 
compared  with  37.04  for  the  previous  year,  43  for  England  and  Wales  and 
39  and  30  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

The  death  rate  amongst  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  is  23.87  as  compared  with  34.42  in  1945. 

There  were  two  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
during  the  year  1946  as  compared  with  five  for  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  amongst  illegitimate  infants  is  33.33  per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate live  births  as  compared  with  a rate  of  53.19  for  the  year  1945. 

A table  on  page  13  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  at  various 
ages  under  one  year. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1933  TO  1946 
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* Crude  death  rates  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population, 
f Statistics  given  for  this  year  cover  period  April  to  December. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  the  Year  1946 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0— 

1— 

2— 

5 — 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75— 

j ALL  CAUSES  

M 

229 

12 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

16 

36 

59 

92 

F 

235 

8 

1 

5 

7 

11 

11 

38 

67 

87 

' 1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

M 

1 Fevers 

F 

1 2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

M 

F 

; 3 Scarlet  Fever 

M 

F 

4 Whooping  Cough 

M 

F 

5 Diphtheria  . 

M 

F 

6 Tuberculosis  : respiratory 

M 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

system 

F 

6 

2 

2 

1 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

M 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

1 

1 

' 8 Syphilitic  Disease  . 

M 

F 

1 9 Influenza  . .. 

M 

1 

F 

2 

2 

1 10  Measles 

M 

i 

F 

j 11  Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

M 

polioencephalitis 

F 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encepha- 

M 

litis 

F 

13  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

M 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Oesophagus 

Cancer  of  Uterus 

F 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

7 

1 

3 

3 

Duodenum 

F 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

16  Cancer  of  Breast  . 

F 

16 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .. 

M 

21 

1 

2 

3 

9 

6 

F 

24 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

8 

17  Diabetes  

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

18  Intra-Cranial  Vas.  Lesions 

M 

19 

1 

5 

3 

10 

F 

33 

1 

1 

6 

13 

12 

19  Heart  Disease 

M 

74 

1 

2 

14 

23 

34 

F 

71 

1 

2 

13 

17 

38 

20  Other  diseases  of  the  Circu- 

M 

12 

4 

2 

6 

latory  system 

F 

7 

1 

2 

4 

21  Bronchitis  .. 

M 

10 

1 

1 

2 

6 

F 

7 

2 

5 

22  Pneumonia 

M 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

F 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

23  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

4 

2 

1 

1 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duo- 

M 

3 

1 

2 

denum  .... 

F 

1 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years] 

M 

1 

i 

F 

1 

1 

26  Appendicitis 

M 

F 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  .. 

M 

3 

1 

1 

1 

F 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

28  Nephritis  .... 

M 

3 

I •••• 

1 

2 

F 

2 

1 

1 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

F 

30  Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

F 

i 

1 

31  Premature  Birth  .. 

M 

5 

5 

F 

1 

1 

32  Congenital  malformations 

M 

7 

6 

1 

Birth  injury,  Inf.  diseases 

F 

6 

5 

1 

33  Suicide 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

1 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents  .. 

M 

4 

1 

2 

1 

F 

3 

1 

1 

1 

35  Other  Violent  Causes 

M 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

2 

36  All  other  causes  .... 

M 

34 

1 

1 

2 

7 

23 

F 

17 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 ’ 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  children  at  various  ages  under  one  year.  Of  the  20  deaths,  14  occurred  in 
infants  under  4 weeks  old,  equivalent  to  neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  17.20  per  thousand  live  births. 


Section  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

Staff 

Full  particulars  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department  are  given  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Report. 

The  division  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  purpose  of  sanitary  adminis- 
tration into  two  unequal  parts,  as  described  in  the  previous  report,  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year.  The  Special  Committee  of  the  Council  set 
up  to  report  on  the  various  problems  associated  with  the  reorganisation 
of  the  Department  met  on  several  occasions,  but  had  not  presented  a 
report  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  January  1st,  1946,  upon  his  discharge  from  the  Royal  Air  Force, 
Mr.  W.  K.  Fripp  resumed  his  duties  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
but  resigned  his  appointment  in  June.  The  vacant  office  was  filled  by 
Mr.  T.  G.  Finder,  who  commenced  duties  on  September  1st. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

By  agreement  with  the  Medical  Research  Council,  the  arrangements 
with  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboi'atory  Service,  as  previously 
described,  were  continued  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  pathological  work  carried  out  by  the  Laboratories 
referred  to  above  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


West  S 
County 
Labor 

ussex 

Council 

atory 

Royal  West 

Sussex  Hospital 
Laboratory 

Nature  of  Specimen 

Number 

examined 

Number 

positive 

Number 

examined 

Number 

positive 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for  Diph- 

theria  

9 

— 

6 

— 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for  Other 

Conditions  

19 

1 

7 

2 

Urine  and  faeces  for  Bacillary  Dysen- 

tery  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Blood  for  Enteric  Organisms  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Water  examinations  

270 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Examinations  

294 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

694 

1 

14 

2 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  as  described  in  last 
year’s  report. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  Ambulance  Services  available  at 
the  31st  December,  1946,  together  with  details  of  journeys  undertaken 
during  the  year. 
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No.  of  Patients  conveyed 

Name  of  Service 

Mater- 

nity 

Cases 

A cci- 
dent 
Cases 

Cases 

of 

General 

Sickness 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

mileage 

in- 

curred 

Bognor  Regis  Urban  District 

17 

11 

118 

146 

3540 

Council 

British  Red  Cross  Society,  Arundel 
del  Detachment,  Sussex  41 



5 

17 

22 

390 

British  Red  Cross  Society,  Barn  - 
ham  Detachment,  Sussex  63 

Particu 

lars  not 

availab 

le . 

Chichester  Division,  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem. 

' 63 

48 

418 

529 

10344 

Havant  and  Waterloo  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council. 

4 

5 

33 

42 

1116 

Tot.\ls 

84 

69 

586 

739 

15390 

Hospital  car  services  in  the  district  are  provided  by  the  Bognor  Regis 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  Chichester  Division  of  the  Order  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem.  During  the  year  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban  District 
Council  service  conveyed  248  patients  involving  a mileage  of  8,439. 
The  Order  of  St.  John  service  also  served  a considerable  munber  of 
patients. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

General.  Home  nursing  is  undertaken  by  the  District  Nurse-Mid- 
wives employed  by  the  local  District  Nursing  Associations.  There  are 
in  the  district  seventeen  local  Nursing  Associations  who  employ  seven- 
teen District  Nurse-Midwives,  all  of  whom  are  resident  in  the  Rural 
District.  In  addition,  the  Aldwick,  Arundel,  Chichester,  Bognor  Regis 
and  Felpham  District  Nursing  Associations  serve  certain  areas  of  the 
Rural  District. 

Midwifery.  There  are  twenty-two  practising  Midwives  resident  in 
the  district,  seventeen  being  District  Nurse-Midwives,  the  remainder 
being  independent  midwives.  In  addition,  five  District  Nurse-Midwives 
and  one  independent  Midwife  resident  in  adjoining  areas  attend  cases  in 
the  Rural  District. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES,  CLINICS  AND  HOSPITALS 

The  arrangements  as  set  out  in  last  year’s  Report  have  been  continued, 
with  the  exception  that  the  use  of  the  improvised  Maternity  Home, 
Anthony  IPlace,  Hindhead,  has  been  discontinued,  and  the  Zachary 
Merton  Maternity  Home,  Rustington,  and  a Maternity  Block  at  Worthing 
Hospital  have  been  opened  to  provide  additional  accommodation.  A 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  was  also  opened  at  Chichester  during  the  early 
part  of 'the  year. 

NURSING  HOMES 

During  the  year  one  additional  Nursing  Home  was  registered  by  the 
West  Sussex  County  Council  under  Section  187  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Three  beds  are  available  at  this  Home.  The  only  other  regis- 
tered Nursing  Home  in  the  district  has  accommodation  for  five  patients, 
including  three  maternity  cases. 
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Section  III. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplies  of  the  district  were  reviewed  in  detail  in  the  Report 
for  1943,  but  for  the  sake  of  convenient  reference  the  essential  particulars 
are  again  repeated. 

Four  statutory  Water  Undertakings,  that  is,  the  Chichester  Rural 
District  Council,  the  Chichester  City  Corporation,  the  Bognor  Regis 
Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Selsey  Water  Co.,  supply  piped  water 
in  the  district.  The  distribution  mains  of  these  undertakings  cover 
almost  entirely  the  more  populous  southern  two-thirds  of  the  Rural 
District,  leaving  the  more  sparsely  populated  northern  third  dependent 
on  private  estate  supplies  and  private  wells. 

At  present  water  is  supplied  by  one  or  other  of  the  four  statutory 
Water  Undertakers  in  part  at  least  to  all  the  parishes  in  the  Rural  District 
except  the  parishes  of  Compton,  Madehurst,  Harden,  Singleton,  Stough- 
ton, W'est  Dean,  East  Dean  and  Upwaltham,  and  of  the  12,092  houses  in 
the  district,  some  9,907  or  81.93%  have  a piped  supply  from  one  or 
other  of  the  four  statutory  Water  Undertakers.  Of  the  houses  supplied 
571  depend  on  standpipes.  In  addition,  680  houses  or  5.6%  obtain  a 
piped  supply  from  private  estate  mains. 

Particulars  of  the  conditions  in  the  various  parishes  where  public  water 
mains  are  available  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 


Parish 

Total 

number 

of 

houses 

Total 

Popula- 

tion 

Est. 

1946 

W ater  Supply  from  Public  Mains 

Direct 

By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

supplied 

Popula- 

tion 

Houses 

supplied 

Popula- 

tion 

Aldingbourne 

424 

1495 

369 

1203 

13 

45 

Appledram 

67 

279 

62 

216 

— 

— 

Barnham 

118 

489 

69 

273 

26 

92 

Birdham 

244 

877 

176 

600 

8 

27 

Bosham 

792 

2869 

699 

1862 

35 

95 

Bersted 

262 

964 

239 

805 

14 

47 

Boxgrove 

181 

660 

123 

529 

41 

123 

Chidham 

218 

811 

150 

461 

12 

37 

Climping 

75 

244 

73 

234 

2 

10 

Donnington 

156 

547 

139 

484 

16 

56 

Earnley 

64 

212 

56 

150 

1 

3 

Eartham 

34 

101 

10 

35 

16 

46 

Eastergate 

275 

1036 

271 

1022 

4 

14 

East  Wittering 

585 

1518 

571 

1490 

14 

28 

Ford 

81 

257 

81 

257 

— 

— 

Funtington 

343 

1229 

149 

525 

29 

115 

Hunston 

144 

542 

116 

389 

5 

14 

Itchenor 

79 

300 

61 

214 

8 

30 

Lavant 

266 

808 

141 

490 

73 

242 

Middleton 

934 

2248 

934 

2248 

— 

— 

North  Mundham 

166 

615 

81 

283 

— 

— 

Oving 

162 

631 

47 

186 

6 

22 

Pagham 

524 

1209 

474 

1180 

23 

25 

Selsey 

1336 

3532 

1307 

3455 

29 

77 

Sidlesham 

344 

1130 

269 

850 

41 

133 

Slindon 

154 

560 

134 

498 

16 

52 

Tortington 

64 

234 

31 

126 

2 

9 

Tangmere 

57 

208 

38 

129 

5 

14 

Walberton 

430 

1511 

356 

889 

20 

64 

Westbourne 

1367 

5126 

1272 

3816 

55 

165 

Westhampnett 

108 

424 

68 

272 

26 

104 

West  Thorney 

4 

20 

4 

20 

12 

4 

West  Wittering 

543 

1408 

463 

1187 

31 

Yapton 

371 

1391 

303 

1054 

19 

64 

Totals 

10972 

35445 

9336 

27432 

571 

1784 

16 


In  addition  to  the  number  of  houses  shown  in  the  above  table  there  are 
at  the  Royal  Air  Force  Station,  Thorney  Island,  86  married  quarters  ; at 
Tangmere  Air  Force  Station,  61  married  quarters  ; and  at  the  Royal 
Naval  Air  Station,  Ford,  50  married  quarters,  including  20  properties 
requisitioned  by  the  Royal  Naval  Air  Station.  All  these  houses  have  a 
direct  supply  of  water. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  four  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  is  all 
chlorinated  before  distribution.  The  supplies  are  constant  and  adequate 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  distribution  areas. 

The  Chichester  Rural  District  Council 

At  the  Woodmancote  Waterworks  the  use  of  No.  2 Borehole  has  dis- 
continued. A new  pump  has  been  installed  in  No.  4 Borehole  and  this 
borehole  is  now  in  service.  No  extensions  to  water  mains  have  been  laid 
during  the  year,  but  eight  new  domestic  service  pipes,  six  in  Westbourne 
and  two  in  Chidham,  have  been  provided. 

The  estimated  amount  of  water  supplied  during  the  year  was 
113,000,000  gallons. 

After  somewhat  protracted  negotiations  the  Council  acquired  during 
the  year  the  Parks  Estate  Water  Undertaking,  a small  private  supply 
providing  water  for  forty-three  houses  in  Southbourne.  The  use  of  the 
Estate  bore  has  been  discontinued  and  water  is  now  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  main  to  the  existing  elevated  storage  tank  and  distributed 
through  the  existing  mains. 

No  marked  progress  has  been  made  with  the  scheme  to  provide  the 
much  needed  piped  supply  in  Stoughton,  Walderton,  Forestside,  Harden 
and  Compton.  Negotiations  with  the  Little  Green  Estate  Company  are 
still  in  progress. 

A total  of  nineteen  samples  of  raw  water  were  taken  from  the  bores  at 
the  Waterworks  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  the  nineteen 
samples,  four  were  reported  upon  as  unsatisfactory,  one  suspicious  and 
the  remainder  satisfactory.  Follow-up  samples  were  taken  of  the  four 
unsatisfactory  specimens  and  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory.  One 
sample  of  chlorinated  water  was  also  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination and  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

No  chemical  examinations  were  carried  out. 

Chichester  City  Corporation 

The  new  pumping  station  at  Funtington  was  formally  opened  in 
September,  1946,  but  water  from  the  bore  had  been  pumped  for  distribu- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

The  main  extensions  to  West  Ashling  and  Hambrook  and  to  the  Briar 
Estate,  West  Wittering,  were  completed,  together  with  several  other 
small  lengths.  A total  of  151  new  domestic  services  were  laid.  Details 
of  the  main  extensions  and  the  new  domestic  services  are  given  below. 

Briar  Estate,  West  Wittering — 1080  yards,  4"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Green  Lane,  Bosham — 45  yards,  3"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Kingsham  Farm,  Bye-pass  Road — 150  yards,  6"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Council  Housing  Site,  Yarbrook — 160  yards,  4"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Council  Housing  Site,  Bosham — 140  yards,  4"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

West  Ashling,  Hambrook  and  Funtington, 

964  yards,  6"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

3565  yards,  4"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

601  yards,  3"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Desworth  Farm,  East  Ashling,  645  yards,  5"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Bosham  Hoe  Estate,  390  yards,  3"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Courtbarn,  Birdham,  310  yards,  4"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 

Westhampnett  Road,  143  yards,  8"  diameter  cast  iron  main. 
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A total  of  151  new  domestic  services  were  provided  during  the  year  in 
the  following  parishes  ; — 


Parish 

No.  of  Services 
provided 

Parish 

No.  of  Services 
provided 

Appledram 

1 

Funtington  . 

60 

Birdham 

17 

Itchenor  .... 

2 

Bosham 

12 

Lavant 

16 

Donnington 

4 

Oving 

2 

Earnley 

S 

Westhampnett 

3 

East  Wittering 

7 

West  Wittering 

22 

Total 

161 

Reports  furnished  on  sixty-nine  samples  of  raw  and  chlorinated  water 
taken  from  the  Corporation’s  Waterworks  and  from  distribution  mains 
at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  showed  the  supply  to  be  emi- 
nently satisfactory  and  of  the  standard  expected  for  a public  water 
supply. 


Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council 

During  tlie  year  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban  District  Council  agreed  to 
supply  water  in  bulk  to  the  Eartham  Estate,  the  Estate  Company  dis- 
continuing the  use  of  their  well,  and  a length  of  4"  main  was  laid  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  supply.  In  addition,  various  smaller  lengths  were 
provided  in  several  parishes  as  detailed  below. 


Parish 

Length  in  Yards 

Boxgrove  (Strettington) 

160 

,,  (Housing  Site) 

271 

Pagham 

456 

Slindon 

260 

Walberton 

2041 

, . . . 

68 

Yapton 

73 

Size 

4" 

4" 

4" 

4" 

4" 

5" 

4' 


New  Domestic  Services  were  provided  as  shown  below  : — 


Parish 

No.  of  Services 
Provided 

Parish 

No.  of  Services 
Provided 

Aldingbourne  .... 

6 

Ford 

5 

Barnham 

4 

Oving 

2 

Bersted 

4 

Middleton  .... 

6 

Boxgrove 

19 

Pagham 

63 

Climping 

2 

Tangmere  ..  . 

9 

Eartham 

40 

Walberton  ... 

22 

Eastergate 

2 

Yapton 

14 

Total  198 


Reports  on  four  samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  at  the  water- 
works and  from  the  distribution  mains  were  received,  all  of  which  showed 
the  supply  to  be  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 


Selsey  Water  Co. 

Water  main  extensions  for  domestic  and  agricultural  purposes  were 
laid  as  shown  below. 


Parish 

North  Mundham 


Length  in  Yards  Size 

150  4" 

260  2" 

334  4" 
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Sidlesham 


In  addition,  sixteen  new  domestic  services  were  provided  as  shown 
below. 


Parish  No.  of  Services 

Provided 

Hunston  ..  . . ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  1 

North  Mundham  . ...  ....  . . ....  . . 10 

Selsey  . . . . ...  ....  . 4 

Sidlesham  . . . ....  ....  . 1 

Total  . ....  . . . ....  ....  ...  16 

Other  Supplies — Private  Estate  Supplies 

The  two  most  important  changes  with  regard  to  the  various  private 
estate  supplies  have  already  been  mentioned,  namely  the  taking  over  by 
the  Chichester  Rural  District  Council  of  the  Parks  Supply,  Southbourne, 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  in  bulk  by  the  Bognor  Regis  Urban 
District  Council  to  the  Eartham  Estate. 

During  the  year  samples  have  been  taken  from  private  estate  wells 
and  distribution  mains.  Reports  on  the  samples  show  a considerable 
fluctuation  in  the  quality  of  the  water  from  some  sources  whilst  from 
others  the  supplies  are  persistently  of  doubtful  quality.  During  the 
year,  194  samples  in  all  were  taken  from  private  estate  undertakings. 
Of  these,  124  were  satisfactory,  35  suspicious  and  35  were  unsatisfactory. 

Public  Wells  : Charlton,  Hermitage  and  Singleton 

During  the  year  eleven  samples  of  water  from  the  Charlton  Well  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  reported  upon 
as  satisfactory.  Of  the  thirteen  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Single- 
ton  Well,  eleven  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory  and  two  unsatis- 
factory. 

The  well  at  Hermitage  fell  into  disuse  and  as  a result  was  closed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Individual  Private  Supplies 

During  the  year  twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  wells 
supplying  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  Five  of  these  were 
reported  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity,  and  the  remaining  nine- 
teen were  unsatisfactory.  A supply  of  water  from  the  public  main  is 
available  to  three  of  these  houses,  and  the  main  was  extended  in  order 
to  give  a further  fourteen  a supply.  Thirteen  out  of  the  fourteen  had 
connected  to  the  main  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Where  no  water  main  is  available,  occupants  of  properties  with  unsatis- 
factory well  supplies  are  advised  to  boil  all  water  required  for  drinking 
purposes  and  are  supplied  with  leaflets  giving  them  instructions  with 
regard  to  the  chlorination  of  the  water. 

Ten  samples  of  water  were  collected  from  weUs  supplying  Council  cot- 
tages in  this  district  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  ten  samples  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

Connections  to  Mains 

During  the  year  373  houses  have  been  provided  with  piped  water  from 
public  mains.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  work  was  carried  out  volun- 
tarily by  owners  who  took  advantage  of  the  extensions  of  the  main  in 
the  various  areas.  In  nine  cases  informal  notices  and  in  four  cases 
statutory  notices  involving  seventeen  houses  were  served  upon  owners 
requiring  a satisfactory  supply  to  be  provided.  In  all  cases  the  require- 
ments of  the  notices  have  been  carried  out. 
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With  reference  to  the  outstanding  statutory  notices  served  in  1945  for 
seven  properties  to  be  provided  with  a satisfactory  supply  of  water  and 
where  the  owner  appealed  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Ministry  directed 
that  the  existing  water  main  should  be  extended  in  order  to  provide  the 
properties  with  a wholesome  supply.  The  requirements  of  the  notices 
have  now  been  carried  out. 

Future  Developments 

The  need  for  main  extensions  continues  in  several  parts  of  the  district. 
The  most  pressing  requirements  are  supplies  for  Singleton,  Charlton  and 
East  Dean,  and  for  Walderton,  Stoughton  and  West  Marden.  The  lack 
of  piped  water  in  these  areas  is  likely  to  seriously  embarrass  the  building 
of  new  houses  and  the  modernisation  of  existing  dwellings. 

In  addition  to  the  requirements  mentioned  above  there  are  numerous 
other  small  extensions  needed  to  provide  supplies  for  small  groups  of 
houses  at  present  dependent  on  wells. 

Shortage  of  Water  during  Drought 

No  serious  shortages  of  water  occurred  during  the  year,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  for  any  cartage  of  water. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Apart  from  a small  extension  of  sewer  in  Bosham  to  serve  the  Old  Vicar- 
age, no  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year,  but  new  connections  to 
existing  sewers  totalled  one  hundred,  as  detailed  below. 

Parish  No.  of 

Connections 

Bosham  . . ....  ....  . ..  ....  ..  . ....  ....  ....  5 

Middleton-on-Sea  ..  . ..  . ....  . . ..  . ..  . ....  59 

Selsey  . ....  ....  . . . . . ..  . ..  ..  . ....  33 

Westbourne  ....  ....  ....  . . ..  . ...  . . . ..  3 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  100 

Plans  for  new  sewerage  schemes  and  extensions  to  cover  the  Wit- 
terings,  Bersted,  Pagham  and  parts  of  Bosham  have  been  prepared,  but 
permission  to  apply  for  tenders  has  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Preparatory  work  for  the  large  scheme  to  cover  Aldingbourne,  Barn- 
ham,  Eastergate,  Slindon,  Westergate  and  Yapton  has  continued. 

A detailed  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  prevailing  at  Compton 
and  West  Marden  and  the  need  for  a scheme  for  sewage  disposal  was 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  later  referred  to  the 
Public  Services  Committee  for  further  consideration. 

Similar  reports  could  be  prepared  for  Boxgrove,  Lavant,  Stoughton, 
East  Dean,  Chidham  and  other  areas,  but  until  there  is  some  prospect 
of  some  of  the  schemes  being  carried  out  there  appears  to  be  little  point 
in  making  such  reports. 

In  accordance  with  the  agreed  principle  of  providing  small  sewage 
disposal  plants  for  groups  of  Council  houses  for  which  no  main  sewerage 
is  available,  small  disposal  plants  have  been  provided  at  Boxgrove  and 
Lavant  to  serve  the  new  houses  recently  erected  in  these  parishes. 
Several  complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  pail 
closets  provided  in  many  of  the  older  Council  houses.  The  Council  have 
agreed  in  principle  that  these  shall  be  converted  into  water  closets,  but 
no  action  has  yet  been  possible.  No  statutory  action  has  been  taken 
under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  regarding  the  conver- 
sion into  water  closets  of  earth  and  pail  closets  serving  private  houses, 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Throughout  the  year  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  continued  to  be 
administered  by  the  Public  Health  Department  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  L.  J.  Lewis,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(a)  House  Refuse 

During  the  year  the  regular  collection  service  was  extended  to  give 
a service  over  the  whole  of  the  district.  This  was  limited  in  most 
parishes  to  a fortnightly  front  collection,  but  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  a scheme  was  approved  whereby  the  fortnightly  front  collections 
is  gradually  to  be  replaced  by  a rear  weekly  one.  The  scheme  is  to 
be  put  into  operation  by  stages,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  first 
stage  giving  a fortnightly  rear  collection  in  Bosham  and  Westbourne 
was  in  operation. 

A total  tonnage  of  4,981  tons  representing  1,997  loads  of  refuse  was 
collected  during  the  year  and  disposed  of  on  tips  situate  in  the  parishes 
of  Lavant,  Middleton-on-Sea  and  Selsey. 

Fiv'e  refuse  collecting  vehicles  were  employed  during  the  year, 
another  refuse  collecting  vehicle  being  held  in  reserve  for  use  during 
enrergencies.  A total  mileage  of  56,154  was  run  in  maintaining  the 
service. 


(b)  Salvage  Scheme 


The  collection  of  salv’^age  material  has  been  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  quantitites  and  values  of 


materials  collected  for  disposal. 

Tons 

cults. 

qrts. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper,  Cardboard,  etc. 

. 117 

14 

2 

— 

750 

10 

1 

Rags,  etc 

2 

2 

3 

— 

66 

5 

3 

Bones 

1 

10 

3 

14 

4 

15 

10 

Bottles,  Jars,  etc 

2 

10 

— 

— 

16 

3 

6 

£837  14  8 


(c)  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

The  Rural  District  Council  provided  a free  cesspool  emptying  service 
throughout  the  year  in  the  parishes  of  East  and  West  Wittering.  An 
emptying  service  was  also  provided  in  other  parishes  on  payment  of 
cost  of  the  work.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  six  cesspool 
emptying  machines  were  in  operation.  During  the  year  under  review 
2,333  emptyings  of  cesspools  were  carried  out  in  the  parishes  of  East 
and  West  Wittering.  In  addition  some  2,627  cesspools  were  emptied 
throughout  other  areas  of  the  Rural  District. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a heavy  increase  in  the 
amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the  cesspool  emptying  service,  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  greater  influx  of  holiday-makers  to  the  district  and  all- 
the-year  occupation  of  many  properties.  The  total  emptyings  for 
the  year  totalled  4,960  compared  with  a total  of  3,351  for  1945.  The 
emptyings  represent  7,058  loads  giving  a gallonage  of  5,338,520,  and  a 
total  mileage  of  72,237  was  run  in  maintaining  the  service. 

The  disposal  of  the  contents  of  cesspools  is  mainly  by  discharge  into 
the  various  sewerage  systems  or  over  approved  sites  under  suitable 
conditions  on  isolated  agricultural  land. 


{d)  Pail  Closets 

The  Rural  District  Council  does  not  now  undertake  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  pail  closet  contents  in  any  of  the  parishes  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  disposal  of  night  soil  is  a responsibility  of  individual 
householders,  who  are  advised  on  methods  of  burying  in  the  ground. 
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On  the  Pagham  Beach  Estate  a private  contractor  undertakes  the 
collection  of  night  soil  over  a small  area  and  disposes  of  the  contents 
over  farm  land. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

During  the  year  a complaint  was  received  of  a nuisance  due  to  the 
overgrown  vegetation  on  the  surface  of  the  Donnington  Canal.  Effective 
steps  were  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  Chichester  City  Authority  to 
remedy  the  nuisance.  This  was  not  the  first  occasion  that  a nuisance 
had  arisen,  and  which  is,  no  doubt,  attributable  to  the  extreme  sluggish- 
ness of  the  watercourse. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  240  shops  on  the  register,  the 
majority  being  small  family  or  household  establishments.  A total  of 
sixty-eight  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  shop  premises,  when 
twelve  defects  were  observed,  as  follows  : 

{a)  Insufficient  or  unsuitable  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

{b)  Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(c)  Lack  of  cleanliness  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  the  defects  were  remedied  following  the  service  of  informal  notices 
upon  the  occupiers. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

There  are  202  establishments  situate  in  the  district  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  of  which  ninety  are  provided  with 
mechanical  power. 

During  the  year  103  inspections  of  factory  premises  were  made,  and 
the  following  list  summarises  the  various  defects  found  on  inspection. 


Nature  of  Defect 

Number  found 

Number  remedied 

(a)  Want  of  cleanliness  

6 

5 

(b)  Want  of  ventilation  

— 

— 

(c)  Drainage  of  floor  

— 

— 

(d)  Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

(i)  Insufficient  

5 

5 

(iij  Unsuitable  

— ■ 

— 

(iii)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

(e)  Other  nuisances  

3 

3 

Notification  was  received  that  six  persons  resident  in  the  district  were 
employed  during  the  year  as  outworkers,  five  being  engaged  in  the 
clothing  trade  and  one  employed  at  the  R.M.  Barracks,  Portsmouth. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  has  been  no  need  for  action  in  this  matter. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  two  swimming  pools  in  the  district  situate  at  holiday  camps, 
one  of  which  was  in  use  during  the  year. 

CAMPING  SITES 

During  the  year  forty-six  applications  to  use  land  for  moveable  dwel- 
lings in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
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Act,  1936,  were  received.  A total  of  forty-four  licences  were  granted, 
permitting  the  stationing  of  472  trailer-caravans  and/or  tents,  and  forty 
visits  of  inspection  of  the  camping  sites  were  undertaken.  No  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  undertaken  during  the  year,  and  no  contraventions  or 
nuisances  were  noted  in  connection  with  any  of  the  licensed  sites.  It 
was  necessary,  however,  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  a 
contravention  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  where  a 
structure  not  of  the  authorised  type  was  stationed  on  an  unlicenced  site. 
The  Council’s  case  was  upheld  by  the  court  and  the  defendant  was 
required  to  remove  the  structure,  which  order  was  complied  with.  One 
informal  notice  to  remove  a structure  not  of  the  authorised  type  which 
was  stationed  on  an  unlicensed  site,  was  suitably  complied  with. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

No  instances  where  dwelling  houses  were  infested  with  bugs  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year,  but  one  agri- 
cultural dwelling  was  found  to  have  a major  flea  infestation  which  was 
effectively  controlled  with  pure  DDT  powder. 

RATS  AND  MICE 

The  continuity  of  the  work  of  survey  and  treatment  was  broken  early 
in  the  year  by  the  resignation  of  the  Rodent  Operator.  A successor  was 
appointed  but  resigned  before  taking  up  his  duties.  Another  operator 
was  appointed,  but  between  the  termination  of  the  appointment  of  the 
one  operator  and  commencement  of  duty  of  the  other  three  months  had 
elapsed,  during  which  time  only  advice  had  been  given  in  cases  where 
complaints  were  received.  The  new  operator  had  the  prescribed  course 
of  training  and  by  the  time  she  had  dealt  with  the  accumulation  of  out- 
standing complaints  and  treated  the  refuse  tips,  the  larger  Private 
Dwelling  Special  Scheme  was  coming  into  operation. 

Under  the  Private  Dwelling  Special  Scheme,  1946/47  the  Council 
appointed  a Rodent  Officer  and  four  operators,  who  commenced  their 
duties  on  the  2nd  October,  1946.  After  completing  the  Ministry  of  Food 
course  of  training,  the  operators  were  distributed  in  “ districts  of  opera- 
tion ” and  carried  out  the  usual  survey  and  treatment.  The  methods 
employed  were  those  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

One  interesting  fact  in  regard  to  the  scheme  was  that  as  soon  as  it 
became  generally  known  that  the  survey  and  treatment  were  free  of 
cost  numerous  people  discovered  they  had  rats  inhabiting  their  pro- 
perties ! 

The  refuse  tips  have  been  kept  regularly  under  observation  and 
treated,  and  the  sewers  in  the  district  have  been  tested. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  during  the  year, 
but  there  has,  unfortunately,  been  a debit  side.  The  Council’s  insurance 
company  have  met  two  claims,  one  in  regard  to  the  death  of  seven  chickens 
and  the  other  for  the  destruction  of  crops  in  a field  adjoining  a refuse  tip. 

The  following  is  a statistical  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year. 


(i) 

Complaints  received  during  year 

118\ 

1 

5 major 
113  minor 

(ii) 

Surveys 

2734 

(iii) 

Premises  disinfested  ; — 

(a)  Council  property 

6 

{b)  Business  premises 

20 

(cj  Private  Dwellings 

304 

330 

(iv) 

Rats  destroyed  : — 

(a)  Bodies  found 

635 

(b)  Estimated  number  killed 

6191 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  AND  1922 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured, 
used  or  sold. 


SCHOOLS 

No  major  structural  alterations  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  nor 
was  any  school  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  a survey  of  all  public 
schools  in  the  Rural  District  was  commenced  shortly  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  Although  the  survey  was  not  completed  in  1946,  it  is  thought 
desirable  to  report  on  the  whole  survey  rather  than  only  on  the  schools 
seen  in  1946. 

The  objects  of  the  survey  were  (i)  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  condi- 
tions of  the  present  sanitary  arrangements  and  canteen  facilities,  and  to 
indicate  where  these  are  considerably  below  present-day  public  health 
standards,  and  (ii)  to  define  the  accommodation  required  at  each  school 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  “ Regulations  prescribing  Standards  for 
School  Premises,  1945,”  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  under 
Section  10  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

The  prescribed  standards  lay  down  the  number  of  washbasins,  closets 
and  urinals  to  be  provided,  as  follows  ; 

(а)  Wash  Basins 

For  the  first  100  pupils  1 wash  basin  for  every  8 pupils 

For  the  next  100  pupils  1 wash  basin  for  every  10  pupils 

When  water  under  pressure  is  available,  running  hot  and  cold  water 
should  be  provided  to  all  basins. 

(б)  Closets 

For  children  under  8 years  of  age  1 closet  for  every  8 children 

For  the  first  100  girls 1 closet  for  every  10  girls 

For  the  first  200  boys  1 closet  for  every  25  boys 

Where  a constant  water  supply  under  pressure  is  available,  water  closets 
are  to  be  provided.  Where  piped  water  is  not  available,  earth  closets 
shall  be  provided. 

(c)  Urinal  Stalls 

For  the  first  100  boys  1 stall  for  every  10  boys 

A minimum  of  3 urinal  stalls  to  be  provided  at  each  school. 

It  will  be  realised  that  the  standards  set  out  above  are  high,  and  that 
very  few  of  the  schools  in  the  district  approach  them  at  the  present  time. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  schools  are  all  necessarily  insanitary,  but 
where  the  provision  of  wash  basins  or  closets  is  less  than  a half  the  pre- 
scribed number,  the  facilities  can,  be  considered  inadequate  even 
if  they  are  not  insanitary. 

There  are  in  the  district  thirty-two  schools  of  which,  at  the  time  of  the 
survey,  twelve  were  county  schools,  one  voluntary  controlled,  and  nine- 
teen voluntary  schools.  There  is  little  to  choose  between  the  condition 
of  the  three  classes. 

A water  main  is  available  to  supply  twenty-six,  and  piped  water  is 
available  to  twenty-five  school  premises,  and  in  the  canteen  at  another. 

Water  closets,  however,  are  provided  at  only  ten  of  the  twenty-six 
schools,  where  main  water  is  available.  Cold  water  is  laid  on  to  wash 
basins  at  twenty-two  schools  and  hot  water  at  three  only  (and  at  one  of 
these  it  is  not  allowed  to  be  used).  Wash  basins  provided  are  less  than 
half  the  prescribed  number  at  twenty-eight  schools,  less  than  a third  at 
twenty-two  schools,  and  less  than  a quarter  at  fifteen  schools.  Less  than 
half  tire  prescribed  number  of  closets  are  provided  at  seven  schools. 

Until  main  water  is  available  satisfactory  conditions  cannot  be  pro- 
vided at  several  schools.  For  example,  at  Stansted  C.E.  school,  the 
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only  water  supply  for  drinking  purposes  is  a well  290'  deep,  from  which 
it  takes  a quarter  of  an  hour  to  draw  a bucket  of  water.  Two  bucketsful 
are  drawn  each  day  at  a cost  of  Is.  6d.  per  day,  and  the  water  drawn  has 
to  provide  for  the  cooking  of  meals  for  about  twenty-five  children  in  the 
school  canteen.  The  amount  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  the  children 
with  a drink  of  water  at  lunch  time.  Other  examples  of  inadequate 
or  unwholesome  water  supply  could  be  quoted. 

As  already  mentioned,  washing  facilities  are  grossly  inadequate  at 
most  schools,  and  particularly  so  at  Bersted  Council,  Boxgrove  C.E., 
Climping  C.E.,  East  Dean  C.E.,  East  Wittering  Council,  Funtington 
Council,  Oving  Parochial,  Stoughton  and  Racton  C.E.,  Westhampnett 
C.E.,  and  West  Wittering  Parochial.  At  schools  where  main  water  is 
not  available,  increased  provision  cannot  at  present  be  made,  but  at 
others  additional  basins  could  be  fixed  at  comparatively  little  expense. 

W'ith  regard  to  closet  accommodation,  whilst  it  is  desirable  that  all 
existing  pail  closets  should  be  conveited  to  water  closets, 
this  can  not  be  insisted  upon  at  the  present  time,  provided  that  the 
buildings  are  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  and  kept  in  a cleanly 
condition. 

Attention  is,  however,  called  to  the  very  unsatisfactory  sanitary  build- 
ings at  the  following  schools  ; — Barnham  Council  (these  closets  are 
unique),  Birdham  C.E.,  Eastergate  C.E.,  East  Wittering  Council,  North 
Mundham  Council,  Pagham  C.E.,  Singleton  C.E.,  Southbourne  Council 
(closets  insufficient),  Westhampnett  C.E.,  and  West  Wittering  Paro- 
chial. 

In  addition  to  the  grossly  defective  buildings  listed  above,  there  are 
numerous  small  sanitary  defects  at  many  schools  such  as  broken  closet 
seats,  defective  roofs,  unsatisfactory  urinal  channels,  and  general  lack 
of  cleanliness.  Details  of  these  minor  defects  are  available  for  each 
school  and  have  been  passed  on  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  together 
with  reports  on  each  school. 

With  regard  to  canteen  facilities,  the  arrangements  at  many  of  the 
schools  are  grossly  unsatisfactory.  Many  of  the  canteens  were  arranged 
as  wartime  emergencies,  and  peacetime  standards  were  often  ignored. 
The  drainage  arrangments  at  many  are  unsatisfactory — insufficient  size 
of  cesspools,  frequent  overflowing,  drainage  by  soakaway,  etc.  Little  or 
no  provision  is  made  for  workers’  toilet,  and  often  no  facilities  are  pro- 
vided for  hand  washing  after  use  of  the  lavatory  apart  from  the  sink 
which  is  used  for  the  preparation  of  food.  The  walls  and  ceilings  of 
some  of  the  kitchens  are  in  a very  dirty  condition.  In  other  words, 
they  fail  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  which  deals  with  precautions  against  contamination  of  food. 

Of  the  thirty-two  schools  in  the  district,  mid-day  meals  are  provided 
at  twenty-seven,  the  meal  being  cooked  on  the  school  premises  at 
eighteen  of  these.  In  four  cases  the  meal  is  brought  ready-cooked  from 
one  of  the  central  school  kitchens  either  in  Bognor  Regis  or  Chichester, 
whilst  in  five  cases  the  cooking  and  dining  arrangements  are  provided  in 
some  independent  building  such  as  the  village  hall,  etc.  Of  the  twenty- 
seven  schools  where  meals  are  provided,  Oving  Parochial, 
Pagham  C.E.,  Singleton  C.E.,  Stansted  Council,  and  Stoughton  and 
Racton  C.E.,  have  not  a satisfactory  water  supply,  and  twelve  have 
unsatisfactory  drainage  arrangements,  the  worst  cases  being  North 
Mundham  Council,  Pagham  C.E.,  Singleton  C.E.,  and  Stoughton  and 
Racton  C.E.  Separate  sanitary  conveniences  for  canteen  staff  are 
available  at  only  seven  canteens,  and  wash  basins  at  only  five  canteens. 

As  an  example  of  one  of  the  worst  canteen  kitchens,  Singleton  C.E. 
might  be  taken.  Here  the  kitchen  is  a former  cloakroom.  It  is  small. 
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poorly  lighted  and  inadequately  ventilated.  No  sink  is  provided,  waste 
water  being  carried  to  the  boys’  urinal  for  disposal.  Drinking  water  is 
obtained  from  the  village  pump  about  200  yards  away,  while  water  for 
other  purposes  is  normally  drawn  from  the  school  well,  but  the  pump  at 
the  time  of  inspection  was  out  of  action.  All  cooking  is  done  on  two  oil 
cookers,  and  all  hot  water  required  has  to  be  heated  in  a pan  on  top  of 
one  of  the  oil  stoves.  The  only  food  stores  are  two  cupboards  in  the 
kitchen  and  a meat  safe.  There  are  no  toilet  or  washing  facilities  for 
canteen  staff.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  meals  are  provided  daily. 

The  more  gross  sanitary  defects  at  both  schools  and  canteens 
mentioned  in  this  report  should  be  remedied,  no  matter  what  is  the 
future  of  the  particular  school.  Whilst  the  responsibility  for  the  schools 
in  the  district  rests  primarily  with  the  Local  Education  Authority,  the 
Rural  District  Council  as  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  have  responsi- 
bilities under  the  Public  Health  and  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts. 

Since  this  survey  was  carried  out  minor  improvements  have  been 
made  at  some  schools,  but  conditions  remain  fundamentally 
unchanged. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  and  Improvements  under  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts 


No  of  inspections  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

No.  of  verminous  premises  disinfected  

No.  of  nuisances  found  to  exist  . 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  

Cases  of  overcrowding  ascertained  

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  

Offensive  accumulations  found  

Offensive  accumulations  removed  

Keeping  of  animals  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ; — i 

Instances  ascertained  

Abated  

Additional  sanitary  conveniences  provided  to  premises  where  insufficient 

accommodation  existed  

W.C.s  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns  previously  hand-flushed  

E.C.s  converted  to  W.C.s  

Privies  converted  to  W.C.s  

Defective  W.C.s  repaired  

Defective  E.C.s  repaired  

No.  of  privies  converted  into  E.C.s  

No.  of  houses  provided  with  main  water  inside  

No.  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  

No.  of  new  drains  laid  (to  existing  premises)  

No.  of  defective  drains  repaired  

No.  of  choked  drains  cleared  

No.  of  cesspools  abolished  

No.  of  ashbins  provided  

No.  of  yards  paved  

No.  of  defective  windows  repaired  

No.  of  windows  made  to  open  

No.  of  roofs  repaired  

No.  of  houses  where  guttering  and  rain  water  pipes  have  been  repaired 
No.  of  defective  walls  and  ceilings  where  plastering  has  been  repaired 

No.  of  walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  

No.  of  damp  floors  relaid  or  repaired  

No.  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  

No.  of  water  samples  found  unfit  for  drinking  

No.  of  wells  cleansed  

No.  of  instances  in  which  public  supply  has  been  substituted  for  well  water 
No.  of  damp  walls  treated,  repointed  or  rendered  


137 

12 

3 

252 

180 

1 

20 

20 


3 

3 


15 

7 

9 

12 

373 

24 

125 

3 

20 

90 

14 
10 

41 
5 

34 

15 

42 
95 
37 

270 

60 

373 

22 
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Summary  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  puposes  6777 

Total  number  of  notices  served  : — 

Informal  220 

Statutory  21 

Total  number  cf  summonses  issued  1 

Convictions  obtained  1 

Complaints  received  312 

Complaints  found  justified  and  dealt  with  294 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  serve  fourteen  statutory  notices 
requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  or  the  remedying  of  defects  as  follows; 


Enactment  under  which  Notice  served 

1.  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

2.  Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

3.  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

4.  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

5.  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

6 Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

7.  Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

8.  Section  5,  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Act,  1919 

9 Sectioh  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
10  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

11.  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

12.  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

13.  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

14.  Section  138,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Reason  for  service  of  Notice 

House  in  a dirty  condition. 

Statutory  nuisance  arising  from  de- 
fective cesspool. 

Ditto 

Dirty  condition  of  poultry  and  pig 
yards. 

Defective  soil  pipe. 

Dirty  condition  of  yard,  chicken 
pens  and  hen  houses. 

No  satisfactory  drainage. 

Rodent  Infestation. 

Defective  windows  and  floors. 

Defective  roof  and  damp  walls. 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


In  all  the  cases  the  requirements  of  the  notices  were  satisfactorily 
complied  with,  excepting  case  No.  6 which  was  outstanding  at  the 
31st  December,  1946. 
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Section  IV. 


HOUSING 

Housing  continues  to  be  the  principal  post-war  need  of  the  Rural 
District. 

The  inspection  of  working  class  houses  in  the  district  continued 
throughout  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  W.  K.  Fripp, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  was  almost  wholly  engaged  on  house 
inspections,  there  was  a break  of  two  months  when  no  inspections  were 
carried  out  until  Mr.  T.  G,  Finder  succeeded  Mr.  Fripp  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember. Mr.  L.  J.  Lewis  was  actively  concerned  with  the  surveying 
and  recording  of  properties  requisitioned  by  the  Council,  and  whole- 
time public  health  duties  undertaken  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Taylor  prevented 
either  of  these  officers  contributing  much  of  their  services  to  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey. 

During  the  year  1,023  working  class  houses  were  inspected.  Further 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  current  year  and  by  the  31st  March, 
1947,  a further  386  working  class  houses  had  been  inspected,  making 
the  total  number  inspected  4,430  or  53.5%  of  the  total  number  of 
working  class  houses  in  the  district. 

The  following  parishes  have  now  been  completed  ; — 


Aldingboume 

Appledram 

Birdham 

Bosham 

Boxgrove 

Chidham 

Compton 

Donnington 

Earnley 

Eartham 

East  Dean 

East  Wittering 

Funtington 

Hunston 

Lavant 

Madehurst 

Marden 

North  Mundham 

Oving 

Singleton 

Slindon 

Tangmere 

Tortington 

Upwaltham 

Westhampnett 

West  Dean 

West  Itchenor 

Yapton 

West  Wittering 

Details  of  the  “ Standard  of  Fitness  and  Classification  ” as  adopted 
by  the  Council  following  the  recommendations  of  the  Joint  County 
Committee  are  set  out  in  last  year’s  report,  and  the  following  summary 
based  upon  this  “ Standard  of  Fitness  and  Classification  ” shows  classi- 
fication of  the  4,430  houses  surveyed  at  the  31st  March,  1947  : — 


Category  I 

Houses  in  all  respects  satisfactory  

487 

Category  II 

Houses  with  minor  defects  only  

631 

Category  III 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural  altera- 
tion or  improvement  

2324 

*Category  IV 

Houses  appropriate  for  reconditioning  under 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts 

333 

Category  V 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense  

655 

Total  

4430 
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* This  category  originally  intended  for  houses  which,  although  requiring 
extensive  repair  or  improvement,  could  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost  to 
the  owner,  provided  financial  aid  could  be  given  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts.  As  these  Acts  are  no  longer  on  the  Statute  Book 
and  the  future  aid,  if  any,  which  would  be  given,  is  not  known,  no  houses 
are  now  placed  in  this  category  and  the  figure  given  relates  only  to  the 
first  fifteen  parishes  surveyed. 

The  following  table  gives  the  classification  parish  by  parish,  and  only 
includes  the  fully  completed  j)arishes  : — 


Parish 

No.  of  Working 
Class  dwellings 

CATEGORIE 

'S 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Aldingbourne 

328 

53 

72 

163 

40 

Appledram  

56 

12 

7 

31 

— 

6 

Birdham  

171 

61 

20 

47 

15 

28 

Bosham 

577 

100 

116 

260 

23 

78 

Boxgrove  

152 

5 

4 

96 

20 

27 

Compton 

124 

18 

8 

74 

— 

24 

Chidham 

165 

29 

8 

90 

27 

11 

Donnington  

46 

17 

— ■ 

8 

8 

13 

Earnley 

53 

30 

— 

22 

— 

1 

Eartham 

27 

— 

■ 

26 

— 

1 

East  Dean 

89 

1 

1 

41 

26 

20 

East  Wittering 

299 

9 

29 

193 

18 

50 

Funtington 

273 

13 

5 

156 

73 

26 

Hunston 

141 

2 

19 

94 

4 

22 

Lavant  

184 

1 

3 

144 

23 

13 

Madehurst  

28 

— 

11 

12 

— 

5 

Harden  

20 

— 

4 

15 

■ 

1 

North  Mundham 

146 

26 

7 

75 

14 

24 

Oving 

143 

7 

26 

99 

— 

11 

Singleton 

140 

4 

1 

50 

31 

54 

Slindon 

105 

— 

6 

63 

— 

36 

Tangmere  

48 

2 

7 

29 

— 

10 

Tortington 

52 

— 

4 

39 

— 

9 

Upwaltham 

13 

— 

— 

4 

. 

9 

West  Dean  . 

153 

— 

4 

86 

37 

26 

Westhampnett  

82 

— 

1 

53 

7 

21 

West  Itchenor 

26 

— 

— 

24 

— 

2 

West  Wittering  

403 

75 

161 

132 

7 

28 

Yapton  

294 

22 

80 

138 



54 

Totals  

4338 

487 

604 

2264 

333 

650 

With  regard  to  the  improvements  and  reconditioning  of  existing  houses, 
work  has  been  considerably  limited  owing  to  the  present  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials.  It  is,  however,  obvious  from  the  results  of  the 
Housing  Survey,  so  far  as  it  has  progressed,  that  a very  extensive  pro- 
gramme of  reconditioning  will  be  needed  to  bring  the  houses  of  the 
district  up  to  a reasonable  standard. 

In  order  to  provide  housing  accommodation  as  quickly  as  possible  in- 
creased use  was  made  by  the  Clerk  of  the  powers  of  requisition.  During 
the  year  263  properties,  mainly  in  the  coastal  areas,  were  requisitioned 
for  homeless  families. 


Details  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  are  given  below : 

Number  of  properties  under  requisition  at  31st  December, 

1945  255 

Number  of  properties  requisitioned  during  the  year 263 

Number  derequisitioned  after  representation  by  owners  389 
Number  held  under  requisition  at  31st  December,  1946  ...  129 

29 


Number  of  persons  accommodated  (adults  176,  children 


353)  

529 

Schedule  of  conditions  taken  

134 

Specification  of  works  prepared  

82 

No.  of  houses  repaired  

82 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year,  in  common  with  many  other  districts,  a 
number  of  disused  service  huts  were  occupied  by  “ squatters.”  During 
the  first  few  weeks  of  occupation  conditions  prevailing  at  these  camps 
were  very  primitive  and  unsatisfactory,  but  after  representations  had 
been  made  the  Council  were  permitted  to  take  control  of  the  more  satis- 
factory sites,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  each  hut  to  be  provided 
with  a piped  water  supply,  sink  and  reasonable  means  of  cooking. 
The  cost  of  providing  a water  main  to  serve  the  Peckhams  Copse  site 
proved  prohibitive,  but  in  spite  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  several 
of  the  huts  continue  to  be  occupied. 

A summary  of  the  position  as  at  the  31st  December,  1946,  is  given 
below  : — 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No.  of  Occupants 

Site 

of 

occu- 

of 

Huts 

pied 

families 

A dults 

Chil- 

Total 

dren 

Strettington  No.  2 Camp 

11 

10 

11 

26 

12 

38 

Strettington  No.  3 Camp 

7 

6 

7 

18 

7 

25 

North  Mundham  Camp 

7 

7 

11 

29 

15 

44 

*Peckham’s  Copse  Camp  

5 

5 

7 

20 

19 

39 

♦Eleven  huts  situate  various  areas 

of  District 

11 

10 

12 

31 

13 

44 

Totals  

41 

38 

48 

124 

66 

190 

* Camp  not  controlled  by  Council,  and  eight  of  eleven  huts  likewise. 


New  Building 

During  the  year  under  review,  forty-five  new  houses  were  erected  by 
private  enterprise  and  thirty-four  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  new  dwellings  : — 


Parish 

Erected  by 

Private  Enterprise 

Erected  by 

Local  Authority 

Aldingbourne  

2 

Barnham  

1 

— 

Bersted  

1 

— 

Birdham  

8 

— 

Bosham 

4 

2 

Boxgrove  

— 

12 

Donnington  

7 



Eastergate  

1 



Earnley  

1 

— 

East  Wittering  

2 

— 

Funtington  

1 

— 

Lavant  

— 

12 

Madehurst  

2 

— 

Middleton-on-Sea  

1 

— 

North  Mundham  

2 

— 

Stoughton 

2 

2 

Westhampnett  

2 

— 

Westborne  

8 

— 

West  Wittering  

— 

4 

Yapton  

2 

— 

Totals 

45 

34 

30 


In  addition,  sites  were  acquired  by  the  Local  Authority  for  452  per- 
manent additional  houses  and  25  temporary  houses,  distributed  as 
follows : — 


Sites  Acquired 

Permanent 

Houses 

T emporary 
Houses 

Aldingbourne  

78 

— 

Barn  ham  

18 

— 

Jhrdham  

14 

— 

Boxgrove  

8 

— 

Bosham  

32 

12 

Climping  

6 

— 

Earnley  

2 

— 

Funtington 

14 

— 

Hunston  

24 

— 

Middleton-on-Sea 

62 

— 

Selsey  

82 

— 

Singleton  

10 

— 

Slindon  

12 

— 

Walberton  

42 

— 

Westbourne 

48 

13 

Totals  

452 

25 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1379 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1574 

(2)  (fl)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  1023 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1035 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 

gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  101 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitation  499 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  104 


3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  ; — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 


after  service  of  formal  notices  2 

{a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  13 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  reme- 
died after  service  of  formal  notices  12 

(a)  By  Owners 12 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  demoli- 
tion orders  were  made  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  Nil 


Notices  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  were 
issued  in  respect  of  hve  other  dwellings,  the  owners  of 
two  of  which  gave  undertakings  that  the  premises 
would  no  longer  be  used  for  human  habitation,  whilst 
the  consideration  of  offers  for  the  other  three  properties 
were  deferred  until  the  following  year. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 
(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 


in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit ^ Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  : Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year 8 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  9 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  46 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 4 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  presons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 
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Section  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1936-1942 

No  major  legislative  Acts  or  Orders  were  introduced  during  the  year, 
and  there  is  no  material  change  to  report  regarding  matters  dealt  with 
under  this  Section.  The  functions  of  Local  Sanitary  Authorities 
remain  unaltered,  the  appointed  day  referred  to  in  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  being  still  undefined. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  260  farms  were  registered  for  the 
production  of  milk,  actual  production  being  carried  out  at  232  of  them. 

Of  the  farms  producing,  146  were  licenced  for  the  production  of  Desig- 
nated Milk  (Tuberculin  Tested  39  and  Accredited  107). 

During  the  year  one  new  farm  was  registered  for  the  production  of 
milk,  whilst  three  farms  already  registered  resumed  production  of  Tuber- 
culin Tested  milk. 

A total  of  eight  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  were  issued  during  the 
year  to  producers  whose  premises  were  already  registered  for  production 
of  milk  other  than  Tuberculin  Tested.  Of  the  eight  Tuberculin  Tested 
licences  issued,  six  were  issued  to  producers  who  had  previously  been 
producing  Accredited  milk,  two  who  had  been  producing  Non-Desig- 
nated  milk.  Four  licences  were  in  respect  of  change  of  ownership. 
One  Tuberculin  Tested  producer  ceased  production. 

Four  Accredited  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  (three  to  Non- 
Designated  producers  and  one  to  a new  farm),  and  one  dairyman  ceased 
production. 

None  of  the  Non-Designated  producers  in  the  district  ceased  pro- 
duction during  the  year  and  no  registered  farm  resumed  production  of 
Non-Designated  milk. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  given  below  : — 

No.  of  farms  in  the  district  registered  for  milk  production  ...  261 

No.  actually  producing  at  31st  December,  1946  234 

No.  of  Dairy  Cows  in  the  district  approximately  2925 

No.  of  farms  producing  Designated  milk  : 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  50 

(b)  Accredited  105 

No.  of  farms  producing  Non-Designated  milk  79 

No.  of  Dairymen  (cowkeeper  and  milk  seller),  etc 247 

No.  of  these  registered  as  wholesalers  104 

No.  registered  as  retailers  90 

No.  registered  as  wholesalers  and  retailers  47 

No.  of  dairymen  in  the  district  exempt  from  registration  by 

reason  of  not  producing  milk  for  sale  6 

Water  Supply  to  Dairy  Producers 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  having  ; 

(a)  Public  piped  supply  149 

(b)  Private  estate  piped  supply  29 

(c)  W’^ell  water  83 


Details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926, 
are  given  below  : — 
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Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops 

No.  of  inspections  made  477 

No.  of  inspections  during  milking  time  346 

No.  of  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  found  25 

No.  of  premises  found  to  require — 

(a)  Cleansing  22 

(b)  Structural  or  sanitary  improvements  2 

(c)  Other  contraventions 1 

No.  of  these  requirements  carried  out  : — 

(a)  Cleansing  22 

(b)  Structural  or  sanitary  improvements  2 

(c)  Other  contraventions  abated  1 


Milk  Sampling 

As  in  the  year  1945,  the  regular  quarterly  sampling  of  all  Non-Desig-  | 
nated  producers  has  been  continued,  but  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  confirmed  at  Paulsgrove,  Portsmouth,  sampling  was  ' 
interrupted  in  twenty  parishes  for  a period  of  two  weeks,  and  owing  to  ' 
the  resignation  of  the  Lay  Assistant  the  Department  was  without  the  j 

services  of  the  latter  mentioned  officer  during  the  month  of  June  and  part  1 

of  May.  j 

Four  routine  samples  were  taken  from  42  producers,  three  from  25  ^ 

producers,  two  from  11  producers  and  one  from  7 producers.  One  pro- 
ducer from  whom  one  sample  had  been  taken  ceased  production,  and 
three  producers  from  whom  four  samples  had  been  taken  were  granted  f' 
licences  (two  producers  Tuberculin  Tested  and  one  Accredited)  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Of  the  272  routine  samples  taken  209  or  ' 
77%  reached  the  standard  required  for  Accredited  milk.  In  the  previous  ' 
year  324  routine  samples  were  taken,  of  which  240  or  74%  complied 
with  the  Accredited  milk  standard.  So  far  as  possible,  follow-up  sam- 
ples were  collected  when  routine  samples  were  found  unsatisfactory.  A 
total  of  20  follow-up  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  6 of  which,  or 
30%,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  During  1945,  65  follow-up  samples  | 
were  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  when  30,  or  46%,  were  found  *, 
to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  work  of  sampling,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  '/I 
have  had  the  help  of  the  Lay  Assistant  in  the  Department,  57  samples  j 
being  collected  by  the  former  and  235  by  the  latter.  i 

Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken  by  the  Lay  Assistant  in  course  | 
of  delivery  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  test,  with  satisfactory  j 
results.  These  two  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  half-hour  | 
Methylene  Blue  test  but  failed  to  reach  the  standard  required.  ; 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  samples  of  Non-Designated 
milk  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  during  1946  : — 


Quarter 

Ending 

Total 

Sam- 

ples 

Rou- 

tine 

SATIS- 

FACTORY 

UNSATIS- 

FACTORY 

Follow 

-Ups 

SATIS- 

FACTORY 

UNSA  TIS- 
FACTORY 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No.  1 % 

No. 

% 

31.3.46 

62 

62 

54 

87 

8 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30.6.46 

56 

65 

42 

76 

13 

14 

1 

— 

— 

1 

100 

30.9.46 

96 

78 

43 

65 

35 

45 

18 

5 

28 

13 

72 

31.12.46 

78 

77 

70 

91 

7 

9 

1 

1 

100 

— 

— 

Totals 

292 

272 

209 

77 

63 

23 

20 

6 

30 

14 

70 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1942 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  : — 

(rt)  By  Chichester  Rural  District  Council  ; 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  : 

(1)  Dealers’  licences  5 

(2)  Supplementary  licences 2 

Pasteurised  Milk  : 

(1)  Dealers’  licences  2 

(2)  Supplementary  licences 3 

(/))  By  West  Sussex  County  Council  : 

Producers’  Licences  : 

(1)  Tuberculin  Tested  51  (7) 

(2)  Accredited  115  (3) 

(c)  By  Ministry  of  Health  ; 

Producers’  Licences  : 

(1)  Tuberculin  Tested  1 

The  figures  in  parentheses  denote  the  number  of  producers  who  also 
hold  licences  to  bottle  milk.  At  the  31st  December,  1946,  155  dairy- 
men were  licensed  for  the  production  of  Designated  milk,  equal  to  66% 
of  the  total  premises  registered  and  actually  engaged  in  work  of  milk 
production  at  that  date. 

During  the  year  1,051  samples  of  Designated  milk  were  examined  at 
the  County  Laboratory  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  all  of  which  were 
collected  by  Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department. 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  1,051  samples  examined: — 


Designaton 

No  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

% 

Un- 

satisfactory 

% 

Tuberculin  Tested 

357  (295) 

333  (258) 

93  (87) 

24  (37) 

7 (13) 

.Accredited  

664  (763) 

614  (656) 

92  (86) 

50  (107) 

8 (14) 

Pasteurised  

30  (23) 

28  (22) 

93  (96) 

2 (1) 

7 (4) 

Totals  

1051  (1081) 

975  (936) 

— 

76  (14f) 

— 

The  figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  the  year  1945 


In  addition,  33  of  the  664  samples  of  Accredited  milk  were  also  sub- 
mitted to  the  Coliform  test,  29  being  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Fifty- 
four  samples  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  milks  were  similarly  e.xamined, 
53  of  which  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Further,  31  specimens  of  Designated  milks,  principally  from  sup- 
pliers to  institutions  and  county  schools,  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  all  giving  negative 
results. 

Legal  Proceedings 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  legal  action  under  the  Orders  and 
Regulations  during  the  year. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

As  in  the  previous  year  no  regular  slaughtering  of  animals  was  carried 
out  during  1946,  all  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  remaining  closed  by 
virtue  of  the  Livestock  (Restriction  of  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940.  All 
meat  for  sale  in  the  district  is  slaughtered  elsewhere.  The  routine 
inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and  their  vehicles  has  continued  through- 
out the  year. 

During  the  year  the  carcases  of  23  pigs  were  inspected  at  slaughter- 
houses following  the  necessary  authority  to  slaughter  having  been 
obtained  from  the  Food  Executive  Officer. 


Number  of  animals  killed  (pigs)  23 

Number  of  animals  inspected  23 

Number  of  carcases  affected  with  disease Nil 

Number  of  carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned for  Tuberculosis  Nil 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis  ...  Nil 


Details  of  meat  condemned  in  Butchers’  and  Grocers’  Shops  throughout 


Reason  for  condemnation 

.Bone  taint  and  in  a putrefying 
condition. 

Tins  blown  and  damaged. 

Tins  blown  and  damaged. 

Tins  blown  and  damaged. 

Tins  blown  and  damaged. 

Putrefying  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Fly  blown  and  in  a putrefying 
condition. 

Fly  blown  and  in  a putrefying 
condition. 


the  year 

Description  of  item  condemned 

Weight 

Beef,  topside  and  silverside 

314 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef,  71  tins 

182 

lbs. 

Corned  Mutton,  8 tins  

48 

lbs. 

Stewed  Steak,  13  tins 

13 

lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat,  6 tins 

4J 

lbs. 

Pork — Argentine  

93 

lbs. 

Bacon  

19 

lbs. 

Mutton  

..  11 

lbs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

During  the  year  two  renewal  licences  were  granted  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  slaughter  animals. 


Bread 

There  are  21  bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  of  which  are  under- 
ground, and  26  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  during  the  year. 
Four  notices  were  served  requiring  limewashing  and  cleansing,  which 
were  suitably  complied  with. 

Shell  Fish 

The  collection  of  cockles  and  winkles  in  the  harbours  and  tidal  waters 
around  Chichester  Harbour,  Sidlesham  Harbour  and  off  Selsey  Bill  has 
been  resumed,  and  these  winkles  and  cockles  are  marketed  in  Ports- 
mouth, Brighton,  Worthing,  Littlehampton  and  locally. 

Water  Cress 

No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  water  cress  beds  in  this  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Food  Adulteration  Sections  of  this  Act. 

Details  of  the  number  of  samples  and  commodities  taken  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year  are  not  available  for  inclusion  in  this  report. 
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Other  Foods 


The  following  items  of  foodstuffs  were  found  during  the  year  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  condemned. 


Description 

IV  eight 

Reason  for  condemnation 

Tea 

lbs. 

Containers  damaged  and  tea  con- 
taminated. 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets  

196  lbs. 

Sticky,  soft  and  in  a putrefying 
condition. 

Bananas  

56  lbs. 

Over-ripe. 

Halibut  

147  lbs. 

In  a putrefying  condition. 

Ninety-four  tins  of  Beans 

82i  lbs. 

Tins  blown  and  contents  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

One  tin  Processed  Cheese 

12  lbs. 

Ditto 

Twenty-nine  tins  of  Salmon 

21  lbs. 

Ditto 

Four  tins  of  Pudding 

lbs. 

Ditto 

Eleven  tins  of  Peas 

20J  lbs. 

Ditto 

Three  tins  of  Herrings 

2J  lbs. 

Ditto 

Four  tins  of  Sardines 

1 lb. 

Ditto 

Thirteen  tins  of  Pilchards 

12  lbs. 

Ditto 

Fourteen  tins  of  Prunes 

17i  lbs. 

Ditto 

Two  tins  of  Spaghetti 

4 lb. 

Ditto 

One  tin  of  Syrup  

2 lbs. 

Ditto 

Eighty-eight  tins  of  Evaporated  Milk  56  lbs. 

Ditto 

One  tin  of  Soup 

1 lb. 

Ditto 

One  tin  of  Tomatoes 

IJ  lbs. 

Ditto 
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Section  VI. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Apart  from  an  increased  prevalence  of  measles  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year,  there  was  no  unusual  incidence  of  infectious  and  other  dis- 
eases in  the  district  during  the  year.  ^ 

Smallpox  J 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  in  the  district,  but  ^ 
contacts  of  cases  which  occurred  on  various  incoming  ships  and  con-  j 

tacts  with  cases  occurring  abroad  who  arrived  in  this  country  by  air  I 

were  all  subjected  to  surveillance.  In  this  connection  a total  of  67  con-  " 

tacts  were  visited  and  none  developed  any  signs  or  symptoms  of  the  t 
disease.  | 

Diphtheria 

During  the  year  nine  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  as  compared 
with  eight  cases  in  1945.  One  of  the  cases  was  a non-civilian.  Of  the 
nine  one  proved  to  be  a case  of  tonsilitis.  All  the  remaining  cases  made 
uneventful  recoveries.  The  average  stay  of  each  patient  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  was  thirty-eight  days. 


The  distribution  of  the  confirmed  cases  is  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

T otals 

Bersted 

1 

1 

2 

Slindon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1* 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

Westboume 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

West  Dean 

" 

1 

■ 

1 

Totals  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

8 

* One  Non-civilian 


Supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti- Toxin 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  of  cost  to  General  Practitioners 
for  prophylactic  and  treatment  purposes.  It  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Public  Health  Offices,  East  Pallant  House,  Chichester,  during  office 
hours,  and  from  the  Chichester  City  and  Bognor  Regis  Isolation  Hos- 
pitals at  other  times. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  in  the  immuni- 
sation campaign.  As  in  previous  years  the  inoculations  were  given  by 
Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department. 

Publicity  campaigns  were  conducted  during  the  spring  by  means  of 
display  posters,  press  advertisements,  etc. 

During  the  year  85  children  of  school  age  and  429  children  under  five 
years  of  age  received  a complete  course  of  injections.  In  addition,  415 
children  who  had  been  inoculated  more  than  four  years  ago  received 
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“ follow-up  ” injections.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that 
91.59%  of  the  children  in  the  district  aged  5-15  years,  and  44.64%  of 
the  children  aged  1-5  years  had  received  a complete  course  of  injections. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  Part  I of  a return  which  is  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  shows  the  number  of  children  resident  in  the 
district  who  had  completed  a complete  course  of  immunisation  at  any 
time  up  to  the  end  of  31st  December,  1946. 


Age  at  31.12.46,  i.e. 

Born  in  Year 

U nder 

1 

1946 

1 

1945 

2 

1944 

3 

1943 

4 

1942 

5 to  9 
1937 
to 

1941 

10  to  14 
1932 
to 

1936 

Total 

under 

15 

Number  Immunised 

2 

235 

385 

451 

445 

2625 

2431 

6574 

Estimated  mid-year 
population  1946 

3400 

5520 

8920 

During  the  year  under  review  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
in  children  under  15  years  of  age,  two  of  whom  had  received  no  course  of 
protection.  As  previously  mentioned,  no  deaths  were  registered  as  due 
to  diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Dysentery 

No  cases  of  dysentery  occurring  in  the  district  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever 

As  in  the  previous  year,  no  cases  of  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
were  notified,  and  no  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year  from  these 
diseases. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Four  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  as  compared  with  one  in  the 
year  1945.  Two  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  St.  Richard’s  Hospital, 
one  to  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by-Sea,  and  one  nursed  at  home. 
All  made  uneventful  recoveries. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
two  cases  in  1945.  The  patient,  a female  aged  twelve  days,  recovered 
without  any  impairment  of  vision. 

Supplies  of  Insulin 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the  supply,  free  of  cost, 
of  the  necessary  units  of  insulin  for  two  diabetics  whose  financial  circum- 
stances were  limited. 

Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  year  35  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  as  compared  with 
52  in  1945.  One  notification  was  cancelled. 

Of  the  34  cases,  eleven  were  removed  to  hospital,  seven  to  the  City 
of  Chichester  Isolation  Hospital,  and  four  to  the  Bognor  Regis  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  average  stay  in  hospital  was  25  days. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease  was  mild  in  character,  and  the 
cases  were  all  distributed  throughout  the  district,  21  parishes  being 
affected,  those  with  the  greatest  number  being  West  Dean  with  seven, 
Slindon  with  four,  and  Westbourne  with  three  cases. 

The  cases  occurred  throughout  the  year,  the  months  with  the  greatest 
incidences  being  February  with  eight  cases,  and  January,  June  and 
September  each  with  seven  cases  respectively. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  several 
parishes  during  the  year. 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

Birdham 

1 

1 

Bosham 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 1 

Climping 

1 

1 1 

Donnington 

2 

- 

2 

Eastergate 

1 

- 

- 

1 

East  Wittering 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Funtington 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 I 

Middl’n-on-Sea 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

— 

2 

Pagham 

- - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 1 

Selsey 

1 

- 

1 

Sidlesham 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 1 

Singleton 

- 

1 

1 i 

Slindon 

— 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

4 1 

Stoughton 

- 

1 

1 1 

Tangmere 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

Walberton 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

-- 

1 

Westbourne 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

West  Dean 

1 

6 

- 

7 

West  Wittering 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Yapton 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

8 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

- 

1 

6 

4 

1 
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Whooping  Cough 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  cases  being  notified  totalling  81,  including  one  non- 
civilian as  compared  with  73  in  1945. 

The  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the  district,  some  23  parishes 
being  affected. 

In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  five  cases  were  reported  by  the  head 
teachers  of  the  various  schools.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the 
various  parishes  during  the  different  months  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. ! June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

T otals 

Aldingbourne 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Barnham  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Bersted 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

4 

5 

Birdham  

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Bosham 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

9 

1 

- 

- 

12 

Chidham  

1 

1 

- 

2 

Donnington  .. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Earnley  

1 

1 

Eastergate  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Ford  

1 

— 

1 

Hunston  

1 

1 

Middleton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

N.  Mundham 

2 

- 

1 

5 

8 

Oving  

2 

2 

Pagham  

1 

- 

1 

Sidlesham 

2 

2 

Slindon  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

j Walberton  .. 

- 

- 

*4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

7 

! Westbourne  .. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

4 

- 

12 

Westhampnett 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

W.  Thorney  .. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

W.  Wittering 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

Yapton 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

3 

— 

•“ 

- 

7 

1 Totals 

1 

- 

- 

, 7 

7 

2 

8 

8 

16 

6 

6 

4 

17 

81 

* Includes  one  non-civilian 

40 


Measles 


There  was  no  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  winter  of  1945-46,  but 
the  number  of  cases  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the  autumn  of  1946. 

Contrary  to  thte  outbreak  in  1914-45,  the  1946-47  epidemic  com- 
menced in  the  western  parishes  and  spread  eastward.  The  parishes  with 
the  highest  incidence  during  the  year  was  Westbourne  with  150  cases  and 
Bosham  with  31 . 

During  the  whole  year  a total  of  339  cases  including  two  non-civilians 
were  notified  as  compared  with  306  in  1945,  285  occurring  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year. 

In  most  cases  the  disease  was  mild  in  character,  but  in  a few  cases 
complications  or  unsuitable  home  conditions  made  hospital  treatment 
desirable  or  even  essential. 

A total  of  eleven  cases  including  two  non-civilians  were  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Chichester  and  Bognor  Regis. 

In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  eight  cases  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  head  teachers  of  various 
schools. 

No  deaths  were  attributable  to  this  cause  during  the  year. 

The  distribution  of  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Parish 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Aldingboume 

4 

4 

Barnham 

2 

2 

Bcrsted 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Bosham 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

2 

- 

- 

9 

15 

31 

Boxgrove 

- 

11 

11 

Chidham 

1 

1 

6 

7 

Compton 

2 

- 

2 

Donnington 

1 

2 

3 

Eastergate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

5 

East  Wittering 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Ford 

- 

- 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Funtington 

7 

7 

Hunston 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

4 

Lavant 

1 

- 

1 

Mid’n-on-Sea 

10 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

25 

N.  Mundham 

2 

3 

5 

Oving 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Pagham 

- 

10 

10 

Selsey 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

6 

Slindon 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

2 

4 

Singleton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Stoughton 

1 

2 

3 

Tangmere 

- 

2 

8 

10 

Upwaltham 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Walberton 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

4 

Westbourne 

- 

2 

- 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

— 

13 

118 

14 

150 

West  Dean 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Westhampnett 

8 

8 

West  Itchenor 

3 

3 

West  Thomey 

- 

- 

- 

2* 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

12 

1 

15 

W.  Wittering 

1 

- 

1 

Yapton 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

13 

2 

1 

5 

3 

8 

6 

9 

7 

15 

160 

no 

339 

* Non-civilian. 


Erysipelas 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared 
wfith  four  in  1945.  Two  of  the  cases  were  nursed  at  home  and  two  were 
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admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  in  Chichester  and  all  made  uneventful 
recoveries. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

No  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  were  notified  .during  1946. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 

One  case  of  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  patient,  a female  aged  24  years,  was  admitted  to  the  Bognor  Regis 
Memorial  Hospital,  where  the  disease  proved  to  be  one  of  the  less  severe 
type,  and  after  a period  of  treatment  the  patient  made  a good  recovery. 

No  notifications  of  encephalitis  lethargica  were  received. 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal 

During  the  year  six  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  were  notified 
as  compared  with  sixteen  cases  in  1945.  One  case  of  influenzal  pneu- 
monia was  notified  as  compared  with  two  in  1945. 

Deaths  registered  during  1946  as  due  to  all  forms  of  pneumonia  totalled 
sixteen  as  compared  with  eighteen  in  1945. 

Influenza 

A total  of  two  deaths,  both  female,  was  recorded  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  a total  of  three  deaths  during  1945.  One  death  oc- 
curred in  February  and  the  other  in  April. 

Mumps 

A considerable  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  occurred 
during  1946,  when  four  cases  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Department  as  compared  with  a total  of  forty-one  during  the  previous 
year. 

Infective  Jaundice 

No  definite  outbreaks  of  Infective  Jaundice  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  during  the  year,  only  three  cases  coming  to  knowledge  in 
children  attending  Bersted  Council  School. 

Malaria 

Two  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  as  compared  with  three  cases  in 
1945.  The  two  were  non-civilians,  and  the  disease  was  contracted 
abroad. 


Chicken  Pox 

A total  of  twenty-four  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  by  the  head 
teachers  of  public  elementary  schools  during  the  year  under  review,  an 
increase  of  nine  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Fifteen  cases 
occurred  at  Bersted  Council  School. 

Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  during  the  year  numbered 
84  (32  males  and  52  females),  an  increase  of  13  compared  with  the  year 
1945.  The  Cancer  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  2.24  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident  population,  compared  with  a rate  of  2.06  for  the  previous 
year.  Corresponding  rates  for  the  Administrative  County,  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts,  are  2.4,  2.7  and  2.0  respectively. 
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The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  all 
persons  whose  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  cancer  during  the  .year. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

T otals  * 

0—35 



1 

1 

35—45 

1 

7 

8 

45—55 

3 

2 

5 

55—65 

7 

9 

16 

65—75 

13 

19 

32 

75  and  up 

8 

14 

22 

Totals 

32 

52 

84 

Localisation  of  the  Disease 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Pharynx  : — 

Tongue 1 

Naso -pharynx  1 

Mandible  1 

Lip  I 

Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum  :■ — 

Oesophagus 2 

Stomach  and  Duodenum 15 

Intestines  other  than  Duodenum  or  Rectum  : — 

Caecum  2 

Colon  12 

Rectum  8 

Liver  and  Biliary  Passages  : — 

Gall  Bladder  1 

Liver  4 

Pancreas  2 

Respiratory  System  ; — 

Lung  5 

Larynx 1 

Female  Genital  Organs  : — 

Uterus  4 

Ovaries  3 

Breast 16 

Male  Genital  Organs  : — 

Prostate  3 

Urinary  Organs : — 

Bladder  1 

Unspecified  Organs  1 

Total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  84 


Scabies 

A total  of  54  cases  of  this  disease  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  1946  as  compared  with  103  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  notified  through  the  medium  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  and  the  District  Nurses,  and  the  remainder  by 
medical  practitioners.  The  cases  occurred  among  sixteen  families 
resident  in  nine  parishes  of  the  district,  those  with  the  greatest  number 
of  cases  being  Sidlesham  with  eighteen  cases,  Slindon  with  seven  cases 
and  Bosham  and  East  Wittering  with  six  cases  each.  The  incidence  of 
the  disease  was  spread  out  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  year. 

A total  of  53  cases  received  treatment  as  out-patients  at  St.  Richard’s 
Hospital  and  in  one  case  treatment  was  administered  by  the  District  Nurse. 
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The  following  table  is  a summary  of  the  fifty-four  cases  brought  to 
notice  during  the  year  under  review. 


Months 

Number 

Treated 

At  Home 

At  St. 
Richard's 
Hospital 

A duUs 

Children 

Total 

Families 

January 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

February 

4 

10 

14 

3 

— 

14 

March 

_ 

11 

11 

2 

— 

11 

April 

1 

3 

4 

1 

— 

4 

May 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 



1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

July 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

August 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

3 

September 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

October 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

4 

5 

9 

2 

— 

19 

December 

4 

1 

5 

2 

— 

5 

Totals 

15 

39 

54 

16 

1 

53 

Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals 


Disease 

Chichester 

Hosj 

Isolation 

bital 

Bognor  Reg 
Hos-^ 

is  Isolation 
ntal 

Civilian 

Non.  Civ. 

Civilian 

Non.  Civ. 

Scarlet  Fever  

7 

4 

Suspected  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

4 

1 

4 

— 

Suspected  Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  

9 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  

26 

5 

9 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

A total  of  forty-three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
Notification  Register  as  compared  with  thirty-five  in  1945.  In  addition 
to  the  new  cases,  four  further  caes  were  restored  to  the  register,  following 
the  return  of  the  patients  to  the  district,  having  previously  removed  to 
another  area.  Of  the  total  of  forty-seven  cases  added  to  the  register, 
forty-two  were  suffering  from  puhnonary  tuberculosis  (twenty-two  male 
and  twenty  female),  whilst  the  remaining  five  notifications  were  in 
respect  of  non-pulmonary  types  of  the  disease.  Corresponding  figures 
for  the  previous  year  were  29  pulmonary  and  eight  non-pulmonary  cases. 
Of  the  twenty-two  male  pulmonary  cases  added  to  the  notification 
register  during  the  year,  four  were  in  respect  of  personnel  discharged 
from  the  Armed  Forces  as  being  tubercular,  whilst  two  of  the  twenty 
pulmonary  female  cases  were  similarly  discharged  when  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

A total  of  fifteen  deaths  (7  male,  8 female)  were  recorded  during  the 
year  as  attributable  to  all  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Deaths  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  numbered  eleven  (six  male,  five  female)  an  increase 
of  three  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  deaths  from  non-  pul- 
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monary  types  of  the  disease  numbered  four  (one  male,  three  female)  as 
compared  with  five  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notifi- 
cation Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  year  1946. 


Notification  Register  of  Tubercular  Patients 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Cases 

Cas 

es 

Cases 

(all  forms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

i 

No.  on  Register  at  1.1.46 

66 

36 

102 

21 

26 

47 

87 

62 

149 

2. 

Cases  previously  removed 
and  returning  during  1946 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

3. 

1 

New  cases  notified  (or 
otherwise  coming  to 
knowledge)  in  1946 

18 

20 

38 

1 

4 

5 

19 

24 

43 

Total  Additions 

88 

56 

144 

22 

30 

52 

110 

86 

196 

4. 

Less  cases  removed  from 
Register  in  1946  

11 

9 

20 

5 

8 

13 

16 

17 

*33 

6. 

No.  on  Register  at 
31.12.46  

77 

47 

124 

17 

22 

39 

94 

69 

153 

* Of  the  33  cases  removed  from  the  Register  11  were  removed  as  cured  of 

the  disease. 


New  Gases  and  Mortality 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  De- 
partment during  the  year. 

Mosquito  Control 

No  action  w'as  necessarj^  on  the  part  of  the  Department  regarding  the 
control  of  mosquitoes. 
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X Includes  one  cancelled  notification  in  each  case. 

* Includes  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia, 
f Patient  admitted  to  St.  Ricnard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 


Totals  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Measles  

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  . 

Acute  Influenza  Pneumonia 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Malaria  

Erysipelas  
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TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Births  and  Birth  Rate  9 

Bugs,  Eradication  of  23 

G 

Camping  Sites  22-23 

Cancer  42-43 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 42 

Cesspools,  Emptying  of  21 

Chicken  Pox 42 
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